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Canadians Rally Around Israel After Palestinian
Success at UNESCO

Israel, US Ambassadors Share Vi-
sion of Peace

A senior Israeli diplomat and his US counter-
part said in a recent joint interview that their
greatest desire for the future of the region was
to see a peace deal signed between the Jewish
state and its neighbors.

Israeli ambassador to the US, Michael Oren
and US ambassador to Israel, Dan Shapiro told
an audience at the Jewish Federations of North
American’s General Assembly in Denver that
they both hoped to see a US-brokered deal be-
tween the Jewish state and Arab countries.

“I have a dream one day that Dan and I will
witness the signing of an agreement between
Israel and its Arab neighbors on the White
House lawn,” said Oren. “I share the same vi-
sion,” Shapiro said.

During the interview two diplomats spoke
about growing up in Jewish-American families
and their strong ties to Israel. Oren, who was
born in the US and made aliyah as an adult,
told the American audience that he wept when
he had to give up his US citizenship in order to
become Israel’s ambassador to Washington.
“There was a very nice ceremony at the US em-
bassy in Tel Aviv. I cried, they hugged me,” he
said.

Throughout the interview the two agreed with
one another on their outlook for the Middle
East and relations between their two countries.
They both dismissed claims that ties between
Israel and the US had been rocky since Presi-
dent Barack Obama entered the White House,

saying they both countries agreed on the funda-

mentals. “On big issues like Iran and Israel’s
security there’s never been disagreement,”
Oren said. [JPost]

Canada joined the United States and Israel in cutting funding to
UNESCO. The move comes after the vote by the 194 members of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
to accept Palestine as a member. The Canadian government said it
was withdrawing the voluntary contribution to the UN body in re-
sponse to the recent decision to accept Palestine as a member.

Canada, the U.S., and Israel were
among the fourteen member nations
to vote against the Palestinians be-
ing awarded membership. Canada is
a staunch ally of Israel with Prime
Minister Stephen Harper (photo,
left) at one time saying if it came to
a point where he had to decide, he
would put Israel’s interest ahead of

Canada’s.

After the United States cut its entire contribution to UNESCO, an
estimated $60 million a year, Israel followed suit by ceasing its con-
tribution of $2 million a year.

Canada, which almost always sides with the U.S. on Israeli issues,
has frozen a portion of its funding to UNESCO, whose stated objec-
tives are “to contribute to peace and security by promoting interna-
tional collaboration through education, science, and culture in order
to further universal respect for justice, the rule of law, and human
rights along with fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the UN
Charter.”

Ottawa will no longer contribute an estimated $1.3 million a year in
extra funding to the agency and will refuse to accept an increase to
it’s nearly $10 million in current annual base funding. “We’re just
deeply concerned with the decision that UNESCO has taken,” For-
eign Affairs Minister John Baird said.

“The bottom line is there’s going to be a large hole in UNESCO’s
budget because of the American law which withdraws funding, and
people at UNESCO should not look to Canada to fill that budget
hole,” said Minister Baird. “They’ll have to go to the countries that
supported this resolution that caused this budget loophole. And if
they want to appeal to Canada to make even more contributions to
voluntary UNESCO initiatives, we will not be looking at entertain-
ing new ones.” [India Gazette]
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